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MRR: Introduce yourselves and tell us what you do in the
band.
Al (A): I'm Al. I play drums.
Jon (J): Jon, I play guitar.
Jay (Ja): Jay, I sing.
Erik (E): l 'm Erik. I play bass.

MRR: When I found out who was in this band I was
trying to figure out how you guys met. I think you are an
unlikely cast of characters.
J: I know all these guys. I have known Al for years and
years. I was in RAMMER with Al and we wanted to make
a band. We tried for a bit and it didn't really work until we
got this line up together. We asked Erik and Jay to be in
the band because we saw them play in other bands and we
know them. We thought they'would be really good at it and
neither of them were playing in a band, which to me seemed
ridiculous because their other bands were great. Al and I
were trying to be in a band with people our own age and it
didn't work at all, so we thought we would get people who
were younger than us. That is the only reason it worked out
at all. We just know each other from being at punk shows in
Toronto.

MRR: Sfandard lssue, a punk zine from Ottawa did the
duties of listing off most of the bands that you were
into, but they missed a few I think this is important. I
know that Jon is sick of talking about all the stuff that
he does, but lthink it is important. So here is some of
them...BRUTAL KNIGHTS, CAREER SUICIDE, TOXIC
HOLOCAUST, RAMMER, the REPROBATES, BAD SKIN,
KOMMANDO, UNION OF URANUS, CHOKEHOLD.
Jay: lt 's unfortunate that the JOLLIES were on a label
through Ottawa. That guy is weak.Erik: I was in SCHOOL
JERKS for a bit. Al: I did the band CAULDRON. DIEMONDS
represent.John:Al is in a band called DENTATA, now.
Al: Jon is in a band catled VALLEY BOYS. Erik does a band
called FATHER TlME.John: I have been in way more bands.
I was in a band called FREE VIOLENCE.Jay: lwas sort of in
a band called BURNING TABLES.John: I play in the DREAM
DATES about once every seven years.

MRR: And CAREER SUIGIDE.
John: That is usually two or three times a year.

MRR: You guys have been in a lot of bands. What past
lessons have you brought into HASSLER?
Al: For me I can only speak about playing drums in the bands
and I am generally just trying to strip things down and make
them common sense from the drum kit and take the ego out
of my playing and just make it suit the song. With HASSLER
the music and the whole intent of this band is a stripped down
hardcore sound. In terms of me trying to play in a very direct
approach this is the band I get to do that the most in. I was
playing thrash metal and death metal.Erik: I learned patience
on a functional level.

MRR: I was thinking that this is one of those things that

come with experience. You just have to wait stuff out.
Erik: You have to figure out a way to work together.John:
You can't make people do what they don't want to do. So
you can't try. I have done that in the past. lt doesn't work.
It always turns out awful. You have got to look at stuff from
other people's perspective. lt is a group effort. There are
different people and they are going to have a different level
of involvement in the band and that is okay. lt is actually
probably better that way. People are going to get different
stuff out of the band than I am and that is great. Jay:-.Don't be
the only person that drives and try not to do Ketamine.John:
Saturday was the first time in my life I played a show with the
VALLEY BOYS and I didn't drive to the show. lt was the first
time ever. I took the subway to the shpw and I got so drunk.
It was great. Jay: lt was the first time you were able to do
Ketamine at a show.John: I didn't even stay at the show.

MRR: What have you brought to HASSLER from past
bands?
Jay: The band that was relevant was BAD SKIN. Before I was
in that band I was in significantly punkier bands and I was
playing guitar so something like singing and doing screaming
and more agro stuff if I had never done that.John: I was
in BRUTAL KNIGHTS for six years and I wrote a lot of the
music. I probably wrote 60 songs with Nick Flanagan. lt was
fuckin' retarded. With this band I would like to spend more
time and more care on different kinds of song writing ideas
and be less of a one trick pony.

MRR: I think the production side of things in terms of
guitars, I remember the quote that Al said that Jon is a
riff machine.
J: Well I think about that all the time.

MRR: You guys have written a lot of songs in a short
period of time. I think of the production line...that you
guys can knock out great songs. lt seems like it is no
time but it is probably not. You have two amazing EPs.
J: We have a lot of ideas and it seems like they work well.
It is obvious which ones work right away. lt is like what we
were talking about with the right mix of people. I think writing
hardcore music like this has a lot to do with the singing and
the drumming. Like riffs are cool and I really love that part of
it, but drumming and singing is huge for hardcore bands. You
go see hardcore bands and they don't have a good drummer
and it is not right. Or you go see a hardcore band and they
don't'have a good singer, they shouldn't even exist. We are
really lucky to have those two things. Like the riff part is my
thing and I totally love that. I have been in that mindset for
years. I feel like these guys could play pretty much anything
that I could think of better than I could think of it. The band
is fun because if someone has an idea the idea at the end
comes out better than we could imagine it.Jay: I was just
going to say with Erik being patient I have been in a lot of
other bands where people are way more pissed all the time.
We are all really laid back and shoot the shit and have fun.
Everybody is totally comfortable saying "l don't like that,
we should try it l ike this." lwould have no problem making

an)
i se
Per
Tht
o f t
the
exi
WN

a t l
for
r o l
i n t
up .
ber
us.

MF
be,
ha'
flv,
Jol
firs
We
i n l

MF
do
na
H!
co
fro
My
Da
i t u
SUI
it.

M I
bu
do
na
ls
wl
so
thi
i t  i
an
fri
l r

of
d l

th i
t t d

MI
AI
re

;:::':.:.:
t.::i.:



alq6u altsoddo
orll s! ll 'u-ol lou s! ll pue punos lund n el osaueder

oloqrn leql so^!6 r.lclq/n'lnoqe buqlel ele noA leqt punos

lno urnon leqf sarnldm il leql u; enb;un s! Mulql
| 'srolaq lr-rneJ uJal oql pJseq le^au a^eq

| 'uflssvH oueu aql sl!-l :uuuu

'6urpunos

lno-u/v\olq rtterd st ,,/ oqt
uo burprocer aql:uqof

4s{n6
nof 1o uo;ldpcsap

lde ue sl leql
1u;ql nor( oq

aleql Io Iu!r.ll
nor{ op leqM

'!l-rner se 03
u3-rssvH

aql
po/nolAar
oqm [n9
alq!s!^ul

pe;;ec 6o1q
e uoJl

6u;pea.r
sEnI

'suo!l3aJ!p

luorajllp
lle uorl

s;;nd punos
aql /noq

o^oil:uull

'leql op ol6urtu]
are oM'6urop s;

oslo auo ou leql
Durqleuog 'luarogrp ro
pull pue {qserql pue lsel

se^ leql bulqleruos op o1
bulful tsnf :ur.lof'eq eq 'uo 6uto6
esle 6urqy{ue ueql ropJetl ,uDlcnJ :M
'J;nls oJocpJeq pue lund ]o qseulqstu e oq
ol eqoddns s,l! tnq 'yCE ro OUOCdIU elll se/v\ leql
gnls Ourpulrb Jo puDl lsotlle e111 ',iqsetq1 se^ leql Dutqleuos

6urop lqbnoql Jo pupl 1 
'uteOe rono pue lano ilqs oues oLll

sril pue ira^oleqmJo S)U3t J:ICUlC otll o)t!leq o] butful
ser'ir euofuene o6e sleer( xls ro e^u.:Jlnls ed[] uf Guoslc

rtesrou [11ee: e1r; to e;I1s uolsog Jo lJo  nne51 6utop ale 1eql
crsnu ]o pupl slql butleqd /'^ou punole spueq Jo lol e s! oJaql
.pueqorocpreqrqserqr,.?,;:x",r:"?fi 

3^T,ffil"ffi il;
ler{p6ol lob orn orolaq aulFuo s6ulql lo eldn6c e 6ulpee.t

se/n I apunos rnol oqlFsep hor{ p;non l ol.l os :uuttl|

',{1;eer 6urqi,(ue ueau l,useop s,l[ 'Je^aleqm

ro:eq1e6o1 pd spueq Joqlo oml LUoJJ spJo^ o/rrq lo ollll

6uos s,pueq raqloup lou sl ll 'eueu aJocp:eq lund le;n6a.t
e lou sr l! asneceq eureu aL{l a111 I :uqop'Iervr poo6 e ul :lV

alq6;r radaerc e alllto puDl s! leql :UUl l

Lau4l aql 1|e spb Outlsseq
punoJe seob oqrr InO e sr Jolsseq e leqt

[es eue6 t,uplc :ur]of'redeeic >lc!d e
6ureq 1o Uos pue llalseH olppf Jo

lult{l oul so)eul1o pupq 11 :r{e1
apuaut

rno{ pue noA lsbuoue
asn nof ase.rqd e 11

sl arolsseq B leql
sla^poqauos

solssetl orl,Yr
auooruos l! sl
auEou aueu

aql soop
l9qrn lnq

Ae19:ggy11

.ll

pa1sa66ns
pue dn I

opetrr euEc
Pue;.t1 rtYl
:MauoJl

otuoc
u3-rssvH

, AUIBU

aql soop
aroqM :uul l

'JolulM eql ul
6ulu;uel aJo/v\ oM
'lUdV ul MoLls tsrlJ

rno pa{egd oM:uqol
arouuns s;q1sre{6

6u;ees payels r(1uo eneq
I asnPcaq 'raq1a6o1 ueeq

U3-ISSVH seq 6uoltnoH :Ugttu

'sn

ol poob spunos lpLll gnls eq1 {e;d lsnf em osnecoq
unJ s,ll ',,s;q; 6urop oJ,oM a1l %00 L oq ol oAeL{ l,usaop ll 'dn

qseui e eq ol asoddns s,lt lnq orns loJ pooqnoqqb;au aql ul
eq ot tob seq lt '%00 

L {tecnstfts lou st il Jr ua^a y {e|d o1
6urc6 are em poo6 spunos le$ ll 'eldoed 

1o dnotb slql Jol
poob spunos lleq aql lanaleLl^ {e;d ol lue^ | 'pueq o}nqul e

op euue/t^ l,uop | 'ilqsllnq s! leql 'palcnJ s! leql 'ueaul I lBtl/v\
ruroul no^'ro^aleq/'Aro oJocpJeq uolso8 z86l aIIl ,{poexa

punos ol 6u1fu1 ere a^ oJaq/v\ pueq aql u; 6u1q1 e lou sl oJeql
osneceq stql 6utop ele noA uoqm ool un] sl ll :uqof 'sn lo
wunq oqt uoo/vuoq lJo/v\ ol sseu6ut;;lr* e s{em;e sl olaql

'leql uo peloottfpe:d serr ; 'butldacce aq ol poau eldoa6
'Ie1 Alleer sl leql ,,'6uos {ru sl lerl} no[ >1cn3,, ob o] 6ulob sl

lpoqou pue lo tqbnoql I 1e4 6urqytue uo suotlse66ns Aue

I
6r

A
a

rot
oor
Jo
p

6u

sl

6u

'l

ll
ol.l

:l

aq



:i"*..; I 'a;

Al: That might be just how that first r'ecord sounds:John: We
have another record coming out in a couple of months and it
doesn't sound like that at all. lt is kind of clean soundino.

MRR: Yeah, but I just witnessed a whole set of you guys
and there is a lot of great mania and craziness that goes
on with songs bleeding into each other and there is this
whole raw punk element.
John: Yeah. I thtnk that comes out in the other record too.
That first EP came out pretty blown-out sounding. We wanted
to do strong sounding hardcore punk. That is how
it should sound. lt is supposed to sound
Japanese. I dunno, we have a lot of
influences.

MRR: That leads to
who do you consider
influences on the
band?
Al: lt 's just like
fast shit. Like
breakdown
style
hardcore. ln
our songs I
really like
that kind
of shit.

MRR:
Yeah, it is
there, but
it comes
out at
these
parts that
you don't
expect it,
which is what
I love about
the HASSLER
songs. They are
unexpected.

.it$i .,.:'':i iii!l:':,iia jry'

MRR: lt is like all these influences with ADD. There is just
no attention span so you just go into the next thing. lt is
a fuckirl 'wild ride is all I can say.
John: lt is fun for us to write the songs and stuff. lt is fun to
write them in a way where it doesn't necessarily have to be
a perfect certain way. We are not trying to be in a band that
worries about how close they can beto DISCHAR9E or
whatever.

MRR: Why would you do something that has already
been done before?

John: Lots of people have done that and it has
worked.Jay: We are in a nice spot where

we are all pretty easy going and
into a ton of different shit. lt

is like, let's play whatever
seems to work for us and

it doesn't really fuckin'
matter what it is.John:

Yeah it is true. We
are JUSI gorng
to play what
sounds good
even if it is not
necessarily
perfectly
in one
direction.

MRR: I
am just
wondering
if you
would
credit the
local scene

for how
your sound

comes out. ls
there anything

there?
John: Yeah sure. I

have seen some of
those bands for sure.

MRR: Do you think it is
reasonable to think that

some of these reviews might
be accurate in terms of there is this

sound coming out of Toronto?
John: I am definitely not an expert on the hardcore scene in
Toronto.

MRR: Shut up. You go to shows. There is a certain
element of noise that has been inspiring b.ands from
Toronto and some examples would be you guys,
KREMLIN, S.H.| .T. and COLUMN OF HEAVEN. l think i t  is
an abrasiveness that is coming out of our music these
days so I am wondering out of bands out of this city do

,:dlrnk#}i,v;-",\
far as personal tastes go in this
band what a singular band influence
would be it is rtot really that direct. We
have all been in bands before and we just started
this band with us, so everyone has their own input into how it
sounds.

MRR: Watching you reminds me of DOUBLE NEGATIVE
when I first saw them. They pull frdm all these different
sounds.
John: They are awesome. I really, really like them a lot.
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if this place ever catches on fire the second floor is going to
collapse on my head. lt was totally il legat.

MRR: "Pigpen".
John: lt 's about Toronto. lt 's about another bullshit
government we have in Toronto with our stupid buffoon
mayor. He is a joke. "1960's yuppie town run by fucki'n
useless clowns."

MRR: You mentioned the second single. What is the
label putting out the second single?
John: lt 's called Beach lmpediment records. lt is a new
label. I think he started it last vear. lt's Mark Shubert.
He was the singer of WASTED TIME.
The HASSLER EP is going to be
his fourth release. lt's called
Amorality. He is a great
dude.

MRR: Tell me about
the artwork on the
"Amorality" EP.
John: l t  is a
homeless
guy, a cop, a
businessman,
a punk and a
baby holding.
a knife all
doing an
army salute
together.
And the
back is a rat
in a leather
jacket pissing.

MRR: Maybe
that is going
to become a
running theme.
The rat and the
leather jacket?
Jay: I think we are going
to have to keep up with that.
When the album comes out it is
going to be a rat with a leather jacket
fucking a pregnant chick that is smoking.

MRR: lt is weird that two different artists come up with
the same idea?
Al: I always wanted a rat with a leather jacket to be my
band's mascot. I can't believe it is actually happening. When
lwas in RAMMER lwanted to have the thrash rat. Nobody
would go for it.John: lf we ever get really popular and we
go on tours and stuff, do you remember how AVAIL had that
cheerleader guy, Bobo? We will have a guy dressed up as a
rat in a leather jacket as an antagonist.

MRR: Let me ask you about Amorality. Sounds like it
is based on the song "Amoral". Jay, what is "Amoral"
about? lf the title of the next record is based on it I
figured the.song might have some significance.

Jay: lt is essentially about being amoral. lt would
probably be in reference to myself. lt is an indifference
to anybody else. Fuck these guys. Fuck my girl. Fuck
everything that exists in the fuckin'world. I am just
going to impulsively do what I want to do and even at
times when I see the flaws in that thing, I am for some
reason just affected to act in that way.

MRR: So is it a call for total freedom of whatever?
In the same spirit of the original trilnk scene?
Jay: Not necessarily. There is an otivious notion that
you're being an asshole essentially, but I am not going

to separate myself from this. I am just going to act
in this fuckin' manner. Fuck everyone else.

So it is kind of anarchistic in a reallv
poor definition of the term.

Essentially I acknowledge
that I am a bastard and

I am going to be a
bastard and that's
that.

MRR:What 's
up with the
band in the
next little
bit?
John: We've
got another
EP coming
out soon. lt=.
is probably
going to be
out within
a couple

of months I
would say. And

then over the
wintertime we l,lt

are going to write* ,
an LP.AI: We are {',

going to try and get on i
one of those cruise shio

gigs over the holidays.

MRR: That would be amazing.
John: We are going to drink a bunch of

' beer over at the jam space a little later. I might
take a drag off of somebody's smoke over at the jam
space. 

r
MRR: Get wild.
John: lt is going to be pretty wild. I am going to go to
bed by 9:30pm hopefully.

MRR: How do people get in touch with you? What
is the best way to reach you?
Al: Come to a gig. John: We have one of those goofy
bandcamp things and it goes.to my email address, so
I could answer it if it is a question, or I can direct you
to someone who can. www.hasslertoronto.bandcamp.
com.
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